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For additional information on your local Child Care 
and School-Age Care Fees

Visit the Marine Corps Community Services web site at:
http://www.usmc-mccs.org

Questions and Answers on Child 
Care and School-Age Care Fees

The Child Development Center (CDC) offers 
quality full-day, part-day, and hourly care for 
children 6 weeks to 12 years old. These pro-
grams, staffed by trained caregivers must meet 
the accreditation standards of the National 
Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC).  All USMC CDCʼs comply 
with DoD standards for staff qualifications, 
program quality, safety, sanitation, and nutri-
tion.

Affordable, Quality 
Programs Designed 
to Meet the Needs 
of Marine Corps 

Families



DoD Instruction 6060.2 “Child Development Programs”, 
dated January 19, 1993, and DoD Instruction 6060.3 School-
Age Care describes DoDʼs fee policies for Child Development 
Centers and School-Age Care. These policies are based on 
section 1793 (a) of Title 10, United States Code. This requires 
the Department of Defense (DoD) to prescribe uniform fees 
based on total family income (TFI) and shall apply to all chil-
dren who attend on a regular basis.

Who sets the fees?

All earned income, including wages, salaries, tips, long 
term disability benefits, voluntary salary deferrals, quar-
ters allowances, in kind quarters and subsistence received 
by military members and pay for service in a combat zone 
and anything else of value, even if not taxable, that was 
received for providing services.

Cost of living allowance (COLA) received in high cost 
areas, alimony, child support, temporary duty allowance, 
and reimbursement for educational expenses are not 
included in total family income.

Local installation commanders can authorize a 20 percent 
reduction of fees for each additional child in the same family.

SAC fees are based on the number of program hours offered 
and are comparable to center fees. SAC rates include all 
meals and snacks. Fees are reduced by 20 percent when 
meals and snacks are not provided.

How often are fees adjusted?
Fees should not be adjusted more than once annually. 
Individual families fees may be adjusted on a case-by-case 
basis if special financial circumstances warrant.

Total family income includes the sponsorʼs (military or civil-
ian) earned income and their spouseʼs earned income.

What is included in total family 
income? What is not included in total family 

income?

DD Form 2652 is completed based on the most recent 
W-2 form or leave and earning statement. These forms 
determine the total family income category for fees. 
Families who do not show proof of income will be 
charged the Category VI, or the highest fee.

How is total family income verified?

Local installation commanders have authority to grant 
case-by-case exception to the fees based on unusual finan-
cial circumstances.

Is there any flexibility in the DoD 
fees?

Are there second child discounts?

Are School-Age Care (SAC) fees 
comparable to the full-day fees 
charged in the child development 
centers?

How much of parent fees go to the 
program?
One hundred percent of parent fees go into the program. 
On average, parent fees account for approximately 50% of 
the actual cost of child care. The Marine Corps spends over 
$20 million dollars annually supporting Child Development 
Programs.

Do you know?
As of FY02 100% of eligible Marine Corps Child 
Development Centers are accredited by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).

Caregivers of accredited centers interact with children in a 
positive and respectful manner.

Parents who use accredited programs have a voice in the pro-
gram assessments, observations, and the validation process.

What is total family income?


