ANHEUSER-BUSCH EXTENDS MILITARY TRIBUTE

“Here’s to the Heroes” Provides Free Admission to Company’s Theme Parks For 

Military Members and Direct Dependents

St. Louis, Mo. (Jan. 3, 2006) – A tribute program that provided free admission to Anheuser-Busch theme parks to more than 900,000 members of U.S. and coalition armed forces and their families has been extended through 2006.  Anheuser-Busch launched “Here’s to the Heroes” in February 2005 to acknowledge the service of military men and women and the sacrifices made by their families.

“It is gratifying to all of us at Anheuser-Busch that so many members of our armed forces took advantage of this program and honored us with a visit,” said Keith M. Kasen, chairman and president of Busch Entertainment Corporation, the family entertainment division of Anheuser-Busch. “This is a difficult time for our men and women in uniform and we are honored to give them something back.”   

Here’s to the Heroes provides a single day’s free admission to any one SeaWorld or Busch Gardens park, Sesame Place, Adventure Island or Water Country USA for the service member and as many as three of his or her direct dependents.  Any active duty, active reserve or ready reserve service member or National Guardsman is entitled to free admission under the program.  He or she need only register, either online at www.herosalute.com or in the entrance plaza of a participating park, and show a Department of Defense photo ID. Also included in the offer is any member of a foreign military force serving in the coalitions in Iraq or Afghanistan or attached to American units in the U.S. for training.  

“This is one small way we can acknowledge and thank the soldiers, sailors, Marines, airmen and Coast Guardsmen whose service helps to preserve the freedom and safety of every American,” Kasen said.  “It’s important to all of us at Anheuser-Busch that we show our gratitude to the men and women of our armed forces and their families for the sacrifices they make on our behalf.”

Here’s to the Heroes is the fourth tribute to military personnel offered by Anheuser-Busch since Yellow Ribbon Summer welcomed service members home from the Gulf War in 1991.  More than 3 million people have visited Anheuser-Busch Adventure Parks free under these programs.  Anheuser-Busch has supported the military for more than 150 years, and in 2005 launched the Here’s to the Heroes Tour, which allowed everyday Americans to record video messages of support and thanks for the men and women of the U.S. military.  The Heroes Tour traveled more than 29,000 miles to towns and events across America from April through December, collecting messages from more than 11,000 Americans.  Working with the America Supports You program, the messages were aired on American Forces Radio and Television Service on U.S. military bases in more than 177 countries and on 150 bases in the United States throughout 2005.
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Three Anheuser-Busch parks – SeaWorld Orlando, Busch Gardens Tampa Bay and SeaWorld San Diego – operate year round.  The company’s remaining parks are seasonal, with varying opening dates next spring.  Each park’s operating schedule is available online.  

Inactive, standby and retired reserve members, military retirees, U.S. Merchant Marine and civilian Department of Defense workers are ineligible for the program.  

Anheuser-Busch operates nine U.S. theme parks:  Busch Gardens Tampa Bay and Busch Gardens Williamsburg; SeaWorld Orlando, SeaWorld San Diego and SeaWorld San Antonio; Discovery Cove in Orlando; Sesame Place near Philadelphia; Water Country USA in Williamsburg and Adventure Island in Tampa.  Anheuser-Busch Adventure Parks play host to more than 20 million guests each year.  

For more information, contact Fred Jacobs, Busch Entertainment Corp., 314.613.6077.

****************************************************************************

Anheuser-Busch 2006  “Here’s to the Heroes” Tribute

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 2006 “Here’s to the Heroes”?

The 2006 Anheuser-Busch “Here’s to the Heroes” program is our way of honoring the men and women who make sacrifices every day to assure our safety and freedom.  The program includes a number of elements, but among the most significant is one single-day free admission to one of our SeaWorld or Busch Gardens parks, Sesame Place, Water Country USA or Adventure Island for members of the U.S. military and as many as three of each service member’s direct dependents.  Foreign military personnel attached to U.S. units or serving in the coalitions in Afghanistan or Iraq also are eligible. 

But more than a quarter of a million military men and women are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan and tens of thousands of others are serving in other countries.   How do you expect them to take advantage of this?

We recognize that current military operations will make it very difficult for many service members to honor us with a visit, which is one of the reasons we have extended the program.  It is our hope that military men and women returning to the U.S. either at the end of their deployments or on leave will take advantage of the offer.  It’s also important to note that this program, which runs through Sunday, December 31, 2006, honors the dependents of our service members as well.  Their sacrifice is worthy of our thanks and recognition.  

What does it include?

There are a number of components, but among the most significant is one free admission to SeaWorld and Busch Gardens parks, Sesame Place, Adventure Island and Water Country USA for military personnel and as many as three direct dependents.  Please note, however, that five participating parks – Busch Gardens Williamsburg, SeaWorld San Antonio, Sesame Place, Adventure Island and Water Country USA – are seasonal parks and closed until the spring.    

Are there limitations to the free theme park admission?

Yes.  Each service member receives one single-day free admission to any one SeaWorld or Busch Gardens park, Sesame Place, Adventure Island or Water Country USA for him or herself and one each for as many as three additional direct dependents.  The offer is valid for only one visit to one park, one time during the year. 

How does it work?

Information on the program can be found on the Internet at www.herosalute.com or www.anheuser-busch.com or by calling 1-800 DIAL BUD.  The program runs through Sunday, December 31, 2006.  Participants may expedite the process by registering online and bringing the registration from to a participating park.  If Internet access is not available, simply go to a participating park’s Anheuser-Busch Here’s to the Heroes booth or designated ticket window with appropriate ID to register for your admission. 

I took advantage of “Here’s to the Heroes” in 2005.  Am I eligible for a free visit in 2006?

Yes.  Nearly 900,000 military men and women and their families honored us with a visit to SeaWorld, Busch Gardens, Sesame Place, Adventure Island and Water Country USA in 2005 and we anticipate welcoming a similar number in 2006.  

Does the program include military retirees, civilian contractors, U.S. Merchant Marine, Dept. of Defense workers or civilian intelligence workers?  

No.  While we recognize and applaud every American who has made the decision to serve in the armed forces, our parks simply do not have the capacity to accommodate military retirees.  Civilian Department of Defense workers, Merchant Marine, civilian Department of Defense and intelligence workers are not included.  You may purchase additional tickets online, by visiting a base MWR/MCCS ticket office, or by going directly to SeaWorld, Busch Gardens, Sesame Place, Water Country USA or Adventure Island. 

Do reservists, Coast Guard and National Guardsmen qualify? 

Yes.  All active and ready reservists representing all five service branches – Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard are included as is the National Guard, regardless of deployment status, qualify.  

You offer a total of four free tickets.  What if there are more people in my family?

You may purchase additional tickets online, by visiting a base MWR/MCCS ticket office, or by going directly to a participating park.

My spouse is serving overseas.  Can dependents visit the park without their service member? 

Yes.  If the dependents of a service member want to take advantage of the offer without that member being present, the registration process must be completed by the service member’s spouse.  Direct dependents need only complete the registration process online or at the park and show their Department of Defense ID.   Dependents should bring their identification with them on their date of visit.   Registration information can be found in the Internet at www.herosalute.com or www.anheuser-busch.com or by calling 1-800 DIAL BUD.

But I am a single parent serving overseas.  My children are living with a relative.  How can my kids visit?

The primary caregiver should contact the Guest Relations Department of the park they’d like to visit.  They will make accommodations for minor dependents.  The minor dependents of service members must be accompanied by an adult.  Proof of military status and service member deployment is required.  

Many military personnel are young and haven’t yet started families.  Will you allow them to bring other guests?

Any soldier, sailor, Marine, airman or Coast Guardsmen who doesn’t have direct dependents, but would like to participate should contact the Guest Relations Department of the park they’d like to visit.  

Is parking included?

No.

Why not Discovery Cove?


Programs like this are very complex and challenging to administer. Discovery Cove are not equipped or staffed to accommodate the number of guests we anticipate in Here’s to the Heroes. 

