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Camp LEjeune hosts Military RETIREE appreciation day!

To recognize the many contributions of military retirees to the military and civilian communities, Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune will host a Military Retiree Appreciation Day at Marston Pavilion on Saturday, May 14, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The event will begin with a breakfast at Marston Pavilion from 7:00 – 8:00 a.m. Cost of the breakfast is $5.25 per person and reservations for the breakfast can be made by calling Retired Affairs Office at 451-3212, ext. 205. 

The program will begin at 9:00 a.m. with a series of guest speakers to include: Major General Robert C. Dickerson, Commanding General, Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune; Mr. Richard Schneider, Non-Commissioned Officer’s Association; and Captain Richard Welton, Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital, Camp Lejeune. 

This year’s Retiree Appreciation Day event will be highlighted by the presentation of two special awards: the Whitey Welbourn Award and the World War II Commemoration Medals. 

The Whitey Welbourn Award is named in honor of Whitey Welbourne. “Whitey Welbourne was a marvelous person who was well respected and loved in the military community. He provided a support and information network that was invaluable to the Marine’s and their families. Some examples of his efforts included: providing information classes to active duty service members; he volunteered aid and assistance to active duty family members and widows; and served with several veteran organizations assisting Retirees and their family members. He also assisted widows by being an information resource regarding their benefits and rights, hosted the annual Memorial Day celebration in honor of their deceased spouses, and provided an annual Widow's Luncheon,” Reichler stated.

“Whitey Welbourn was a very close friend of mine. He died October 2001, five months after receiving the first Whitey Welbourne Award. He was well respected and loved. Because of his continued dedication to active duty service members and their families, an award was created to commemorate his efforts,” Reichler added.

The Whitey Welbourn Award is presented to the retired military person who consistently provides service to Active Duty, Retirees, Widows, and their family members. A person needs to provide service to all segments of the "military family."   This award can be presented to persons who are employed or who volunteer to provide services. 

In addition to the Whitey Welbourn Award, the Non-Commissioned Officers Association will present the World War II Commemoration Medal to veterans of WWII as a tribute and salute for their sacrifice and service in answering the call to duty. The medallion is provided free to all who served in the war zones or state side during WWII. Family members that desire a medallion for their deceased WWII veteran must pay $30 

to receive it. “The medallion is approximately 3 inches in diameter with beautiful art work on both sides, and it hangs from an appropriate sash. It is received in a nice display box and accompanied by a nice certificate. To receive a medallion, proof of service during WWII time frame must be provided,” stated Reichler. To receive assistance in obtaining proof, call Mr. Randy Reichler at the Retired Affairs Office, (910) 451-3212, ext. 205.
A Health and Information Fair will be held form 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. where a number of government agencies will be represented with onsite displays and organizational representatives will be available to answer questions. 

A free fish fry lunch will be provided to all attendees. For a complete event listing, please refer to the schedule of events that follow:

Schedule of Events

7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Breakfast available Cost is $5.25. 

RSVP: 451-3212, Ext. 205.

9:00 a.m. - 9:05 a.m.
Parade the Colors

9:05 a.m. - 9:20 a.m.
Major General Robert C. Dickerson

9:20 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Mr. Richard Schneider, 

Non-Commissioned Officer’s Association 

9:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Captain Richard Welton,


Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital, Camp Lejeune

10:00 a.m. - 10:05 a.m.
Whitey Welbourn Award – Randy Reichler

10:05 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Presentation of World War II Commemoration Medals

10:30 a.m. - 1:30 a.m.
Health & Information Fair

11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Free Fish Fry Lunch

For more information, please call 910-451-3212, Ext. 205.
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