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Active Duty Officer

Enlisted

Total

Percent Married 14,482 69.5% Officer

65,637 40.3% Enlisted

80,119 43.6% Total

Number of Single Marines Total

Dual Military Total

Total Family Members Spouses

Children

Parents

Total

103,475

72,124

95,272

150

8,032

167,546

20,828

162,766

183,594
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Snapshot 
The Marine Corps is the youngest, most junior, 

and least married of the four military Services. 

Of Marines are 
25 or younger 

 

65% 

 
of Marines are 25 or younger 

of Marines are not old enough to legally 

consume alcohol 

of Marines are LCpl or below (other Services are 

between 19% - 23%) 

Marines for each Officer (next closest is Navy 

with one Officer per 4.9 Sailors) 

aŀǊƛƴŜ /ƻǊǇǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ άȅƻǳƴƎŜǊέ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ 

the other Military Services. 

 
Average age of Marine Spouses (next closest is 

Army at 31.5) 

Average age for a married Enlisted Marine 

(average age is 30.7 years old for all other 

services) 

Average age of a Marine at birth of first child 24.2 

27.8 

 

29.2 

7.8 

 

44% 

 

39% 

 

23% 

 

 

65% 

 

of Marines are married (next closest is Navy at 

51% 

) 



[3] 

 

 

 

  

When considering 

the number of 

active duty 

Marines and family 

members, the 

enlisted ranks 

account for 

approximately 84% 

of the combined 

population.  The 

ratio of Enlisted 

Marine and family 

member to Officer 

Marine and family 

member is 

approximately 

5.1:1.
1
 

 

 

 

Marine and 
Family 

The Marine Corps is unique 
from the other services as 
there are more active duty 
personnel than family 
members.  There are  
183,594 active duty Marines 
and 167,546 family members:  
72,124 spouses, 95,272 
children, and 150 parents.1 

When considering 

the number of 

active duty Marines 

and family 

members, the 

enlisted ranks 

account for 

approximately 84%   

of the combined 

population.  The 

ratio of Enlisted 

Marine and family 

member to Officer 

Marine and family 

member is 

approximately 

5.1:1.
1
 

 



[4] 

 

 

  

SNCOs have by far the greatest number of family members of any ranking group.   
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Rank 
Percent 
Married 

Percent Change Since 
December 2015 

Pvt-LCpl 16.3% 0.9% Increase 

Cpl-Sgt 48.0% 0.5% Decrease 

SSgt-SgtMaj/MGySgt 83.8% 0.3% Decrease 

WO-CWO5 88.7% 0.2% Decrease 

2ndLt-Capt 55.1% 0.7% Decrease 

Maj-Col 90.4% 0.1% Increase 

BGen-Gen 96.6% 1.5% Increase 

 Marine and 
Family 

As of June 2016, 44% of Marines are married (40.3%  of Enlisted 

Marines and 69.5% of Officers).1 
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Of the four military Services, the Marine Corps has the lowest percentage of 

married personnel.
3
 

From 2000 to 2011, the marital rate for the Marine Corps steadily increased until 

it peaked at 48.9%. The marital rate for the Marine Corps has decreased by 5.3% 

since 2011.
3
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  Marine and 
Family 

 The divorce rate for all military branches steadily increased 

until 2011, and they have all decreased since then.
3
  

2.0 %  

 

The overall annual divorce rate for 

the Marine Corps for FY 2016. 
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 Of the Marines who were divorced in FY 2016, the overall average age was 29 

(average age for officers is 36 and 28 for enlisted).  About  91% of all Marines who 

were divorced this year were enlisted and about half of those Marines were NCOs       

( 14% Pvt ς LCpl; 51% NCOs; 26% SNCOs; 9% Officer).
3
 

In FY 2016, the divorce rate for Marines with a deployment history was 1.9% 

compared to 2.2% for Marines with no deployment history.  The difference in divorce 

rates between Marines with a deployment history and those with no deployment 

history is historically small.
3
 

 There was an average of 1.2 children involved in each divorce during FY 2016.
3
 

 

The divorce rate for female Marines peaked at 9.9% in 2010, and has since decreased to 
5.0%, the lowest rate in over 20 years.  The overall divorce rate in the Marine Corps is 
the second lowest of all the branches.  The female divorce rate decreased and is 
currently the second highest of all the services.

3
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Marine and 
Family 

8,032  
The Marine Corps has 

Dual Military Families.1 


